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A new lounge for Casa?
That's right, family and friends; the
Casa is getting a new lounge. Located off
the north wall of the Cantina, a big seven
seat bar along with some sofas and a juke
box, all before summer gets underway!
With the best ventilated smoking area
within I 00 miles, we hope you'll like it ...
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THE WEIRDING WAY
PEE PEE E.P.

In stores now

See them live on

Friday, June 4th
at the Up & Up Tavern
www.mp3/weirding way

It's gettin' to be summer time, that's for
damn sure. Things are finally starting to slow
down in our little ol' Bellingham. It's time to kick
back, relax, and enjoy the quiet of this town in the
summer. I fucking live for it.
First off, I think I've mentioned this before,
but we're NOT having an August issue. No one's
here and there's not a lot of stuff going on. So,
July will be a combo issue, including the August
events that we know about.
Speaking of which, there's been a rumor that
Neil Diamond might be coming to town. It's
probably gonna be more expensive than a lot of
us dirt balls can afford, but still, how cool is that?
Speaking of cool, I hope you've all gone and
seen Star Wars.
Now to music. The biggest news (which I
partially reported in the last issue) is that the
whole Elsinor/Montesano clan is leaving town.
Death Cab for Cutie, The Revolutionary Hydra,
Five Gears in Reverse, and all of the bands that
are affiliated will be leaving town on July 1st. It'll
be a sad day for Bellingham. These bands have
been great for the town, and are personal friends
of mine. I'm really sad to see them go, but as
always, Bellingham's a tough town to stick with.
I wish them all luck and hopefully they'll still
make their way up here.
I'd also like to say thanks to Davina and
Matt from the Underground Coffeehouse for
letting me put on an acoustic show. Death Cab,
Chris Riffle, Five Gears in Reverse, Magnetic
Bicycle Craft, and B Minus Time Traveller all
played and it was a great time, it felt like the musicians were playing in their own living room.
Speaking of Davina and Matt: they, along
with Ryan Servatius (AS Pop Music) will be
leaving their campus jobs this summer. Both the
Underground Coffeehouse and AS Pop music did
an amazing job of putting on shows, the best year
in memory. Don't expect a drop off next year,
though. Sandra from B Minus Time Traveller is
gonna be doing the Underground Coffeehouse job
and John Tausch (Ryan's assistant this year) will
be booking the bands at AS Pop. And as always,
there's Chris Porcarelli at AS Events, who'll do a
bad-ass job, again.
There's a ton of bands/people who are
releasing CO's this summer. Havilah, Anna
Schaad with David MacVittie, Five Gears in
Reverse, Basement Swing, and the Revolutionary
Hydra, just to name a few. Of course there's also
a ton of demos and singles being released. You
can find most of them around town, but if not, just
drop us a line and we'll hook you up with the
band.
A lot of bands are starting to get web sites
up. Frankly, too many to remember. So, check
out BIMA.com, barstop.com, and kulshan.com to
check out what's going on with local music and
your favorite band.
What's Up will also be doing the website
thing. Starting in September (we hope) we'll be at

whatsup-magazine.com. We'll have a new e-mail
address too, again, so watch out for it. It's being
put together by our graphic artist Amy
Marchegiani (who's a real bad-ass) and Gino
Scarpino (of Dick and Janes fame), so I assume
it'll look cool. If you're in a band and want to
look into web sites, get ahold of Alpha Tech,
they're the main people doing it right now.
Speaking of the Dick and Janes, they ' ll be
taking a much needed break from shows over the
summer. They'll be recording their next album
and relaxing, finally.
The Wild Buffalo has officially opened.
After damn near a year of talk, Bellingham's only
smoke free blues club is now open for business.
From what I understand, it's not gonna be a seven
days a week thing over the summer, but they'll be
doing shows on weekends.
Father John's is changing gears a little bit.
They've been having shows with a lot of hardcore bands and that's not gonna be happening
anymore. The bar wasn't really suited for that
style anyway. Instead, they'll be having the occasional cover band along with some good rock and
roll. Should be interesting to see how it turns out.
Well, it looks like the Factory is really
starting to pick up. They've gotten so busy it's
hard to even get in the door on Thursday nights.
I know it was kinda rough in the past for the folks
over there, but I'm glad to see things working out
for 'em.
Downtown Johnny's is also really picking
up in business. They've gotten away from the
standard DJ format that they we're doing before
and have started to get really good DJ's in there.
A couple of Wednesdays ago, they even had the legendary Donald Glaude. Also, DJ Ananda is spinning the wax on Wednesday nights. Cool, cool.
Fat Albert Rotunda are putting the finishing
touches on their demo. It' II be pressed to CD, but
I'm not sure if it'll be on sale for the general
public. The band has also added Brandon (I don't
know his last name) as their singer. He was the
star of the Cabaret up at Western about a month
ago. From what I've heard, he's an amazing
singer and it'll be good for the band to finally
have someone in the spot full time.
Estrus has a ton of new CO's and singles
coming out over the summer. Some of them are
reviewed this month, but there are so many we
couldn't get to them all. Write Estrus for a
catalog.
Rob from Port will not be leaving
Bellingham anytime soon, in fact, his brother
Russ is moving to the area so the band is
considering putting together a live show. That'd
be cool and really, really disturbing. They'll be
releasing a couple of MP3 singles in a month or
so, along with a CD on Cuddlebot Records by
Zillion Kisses, which is Russ' other band.
-Brent Cole

CORRECTIONS
We had everything screwed up on photos last

month. Both Pau! and Colville Melody were
taken by Jacob Covey. He's one of our core
staff and I'm really sorry I screwed it up.
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Groove music. The musical description alone
either sends you into eternal bliss or a living hell.
Music that descends from the Grateful Dead and is
based on free-form jams more than actual song
structure. If you love it, it's your life, if you don't,
you can't turn it off quick enough.
Many of those who dislike "groove music" at
the same time love jazz, which is in part based on the
same principle--jams. For those people out their who

love groove music and even those who love jazz, you
have De Orpheus, an incredible blend of the two,
taking the best of both worlds and forming a sound
that's both unique and familiar at the same time.
De Orpheus (the name comes from the greek
legend of Orpheus, the god of music) formed roughly
six months ago when former drummer Nick VincentMaloney brought together Scott O'Day to play guitar,
Geoff Larson to play bass and Ben Kapek to play on
drums. Thej~ms worked, and the band formed. Since
then, Nick has left the band, leaving De Orpheus as a
more concise three piece.
Since there inception, De
Orpheus has gained the reputation
around town as an amazingly cool,
fun, interesting band to watch.
Though they've only played a
handful of bar shows, opening up
for locals Serotonin at the Up & Up
last month, they've played well over
twenty shows. Often times , De
Orpheus will have a house party
playing for all their friends. The sets can
often last up to five hours with the band experimenting in
all different sounds and forms.
The bands influences are just as telling as the
music. Scott's big into Miles Davis and Zappa, while
Geoff is a hardcore Phish fan. By blending the styles,
De Orpheus produces music that both a jazz lover and
a Deadhead can love.
Over the next couple of months, De Orpheus
will be playing more and more shows around
town,;continuing to develop their already tight sound.
There's also a demo in the works, which hopefully be
available this summer as well.
-Brent Cole

First off, let's get something straight. One
Dead Fly aren't easy listening. Not by a long
shot. They're not for the faint of heart. They're
what being young and punk is all about. One
Dead Fly are loud and obnoxious. The perfect
band for the punk at heart. Mom and dad hate 'em
and outcasts love 'em.
The fact that One Dead Fly are a two piece
makes their sound that much more interesting and
terrifying. Featuring James Burns on guitar and
Russ Gores on drums, the band has broken away
from the typical band format of guitar, bass, and
drums. Instead, One Dead Fly have chosen to
drop the bass player and create a sound that's even
more obnoxious and unnerving. Their music,
which James the guitarist described as
"head shattering screaming, distort-o-rama
guitar, odd metered pounding, with jazz
drumming," is heavily influenced by the
sound of late eighties and early nineties
noise monsters; Drive Like Jehu, Big Black,
and Fugazi.
Even though they've only been around
since the end of 1998, the band has started to
gain a following around town. Fans of their
previous bands (James was in P.A.C. ,
Stalin's Order, The Coke Habit, and
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the Fucking One Beats, while
Russ was in The Hoodwinks and
the Arch Villains) have come out
to check on their new project.
Since their inception, the band has primarily
played parties (James is too young to play in a bar,
though that'll change soon) with such local acts as
Blue Light Special, Stalin's Order, Kill Me Smile,
and The Generation to name a few.
As of now, One Dead Fly don't have a demo
recorded for sale, instead opting for the one mic
and scream-really-loud approach to recording.
Hopefully within the next couple of months, the
band will finally be able to sit down and put
together a tape for their loyal following. Until
then, fans have to check them out at their nearest
house party.
-Brent Cole

LOCAL SHOWS
..

')ammin' ·fr
Salmon

and Twang Factor Four finished off the night to
a packed dance floor.
Don't miss out next year; there's nothing
better than partying for a good cause.
-H. Pelover

ruise Terminal

Make note: the first annual Jammin' for
Salmon was a complete success. On Friday,
April 23rd the Northwest Ecosystem Alliance
hosted a benefit smorgasbord of bands, food,
booze, a silent auction, and environmental
wisdom. All this liveliness was housed on the
glass-enclosed second story of the Bellingham
Cruise Terminal, backed by a picturesque
sunset.
The action started out early at 7pm when
Seattle's M-Set rocked the attendees with
groovy tunes. Fin, the enormous fi sh, wiggled
in the parking lot as kids crawled through his
gut, learning about cool environmental facts.
Diverse gifts filled the silent auction tables as
they were overflowing with everything
imaginable from a complete herb garden, to
CDs, pottery, and therapeutic massages.
Fat Albert Rotunda hit the stage next and
got audience members dancing with
funk-defied swing. Meanwhile, the Calumet
was quickly running out of food, and the line
for Mallard ice cream and Boundary Bay
brews was heavily trafficked. Tim McHugh

The show started 20 minutes late but myself
and the rest of the (surprisingly small) audience
were able to entertain ourselves with the free
cookies and coffee that are a tradition of
Underground Coffeehouse productions. In attendance
were humans ranging in age from 4 to possibly 84; a
pleasantly eclectic crowd for a spoken word/punk
show presented by a group of loud and proud avant
garde San Francisco lesbians.
Sister Spit consisted, this particular evening,
of about seven poet/writers/punks, mostly from
San Francisco, but an east coast voice was also
heard. The talented lady-lovin ' wordsmiths, each
with an enjoyably unique style, brought with them
poetry themes of courage and love and fun which,
coupled with the power of well-manipulated
words, not only provided listening pleasure but a
bit of genuine profundity to all in attendance.
Many of their stories were sad, telling of battles
with drug addiction and family tragedies; but with
the same amount of passion they delivered humorous accounts of everyday and not so everyday

anna

adventures.
Olympia's The Need played next, probably
the shortest set I've ever witnessed as a concertgoer. However short, it was sweet as well, since
the electronically-influenced circus punk sounds
of their music are rather danceably brilliant when
performed live. After about four numbers they
started to unplug, asking the crowd, "Don't you
guys wanna go to bed?" Of course the answer
which resounded from the 25-some remaining fans
was "No!" , and we were treated to two more
songs.
I think Bellingham accomplished giving
these ladies a warm welcome; it's too bad that
it couldn 't have been a bit larger one. I would
recommend making your way to either of these
group's shows in the future; I promise you'll enjoy
yourself.
-Mara Steele

Cat Power
Main Loun e

Seating in the Viking Uni o n-an
occurrence I'd only heard abo ut, but never
witnessed. The stage, equipped with a baby
grand, a movie screen, and a microphone,
stood in front of the curtained west-facing
windows.
Perhaps it was the style of
music, soft and sparse, or the unfam iliar
room configuration , but somehow the
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acoustics of the wretched VU were not so
horrendous. And the room had a more
intimate feel.
Earlier in the evening, I had run into a
friend who mentioned that he had heard that
her previous night's performance in Seattle
was amazing. Then, a few hours later, before
entering the VU, I was informed by another
acquaintance that her shows were either "hit or
miss.
When sole Cat Power member,
songstress Chan Marshall, stepped onto the
stage, she pleasantly greeted her audience, a
good, personable sign. Unfortunately, the rest
of the evening did not live up to expectations;
it was a definite "miss" night.
Her voice and the silent movie about Joan
of Arc were the graces of a stumbling and
sleepy two-hour performance. From my take
on the whole premise of the evening, her music
was to be the accompaniment to the film,
which seemed like an agreeable idea. Several
similarities existed between the two lilting,
melancholy chronicles.
The major rifts
occurred when much of the audience realized
that the film, although beautifully shot, was
painfully slow to progress in its storytelling,
and her music, although hauntingly beautiful
much like the movie, also failed to progress.
Then, the major downfall befell when she
switched to playing the piano. Her songs
ceased to contain discemable stories and she
halted several times in mid song only to begin

again as if practicing by herself. Her piano
capabilities were meager compared to the
guitar. And she ended 20 minutes before the
movie was over, leaving her audience to
desperately think, "Why can't Joan just bum
at the stake and get it over with?"
I cannot, with a clear conscience, completely pan this show simply because I am fond
of her recorded material. I know that she is
capable of moving mountains with her fragile
voice, but it just didn't occur on this night.
-Jamie Donatuto

Death Cab was my only hope in salvaging
what had turned out to be a non-eventful
evening. It was DCFC's first voyage into the
unknown without the talents of Nathan, their
recently retired drummer. The band had fun
running through a handful of songs they hadn't
really practiced acoustically. The results of
their "toying" around was amazing at
moments, comedic at others. Walla played
drums on keyboards (guitar on others) while
Nick gently plucked his bass with dizzing precision. You could fmally hear just how rich
Ben's voice is as he belted out lyrics to songs
he's probably played a thousand
- - - - - times. Thank God these guys
never lose their enthusiasm to put
on a good show or I would probably have left early.
-JD

It was a perfect evening for an acoustic
show. The sun was setting over the islands as
we watched 5 Bellingham bands perform an
unplugged version of their music at the
Underground Coffeehouse's last show of the
year. Jeff from B Minus Time Traveller was
the first up. Each bands was allotted about
20 minutes to perform and Jeff wasted no
time getting into some power pop melody's.
Joined by the other members of B Minus,
Jeff's set went from good to boring. Usually
adding other musicians creates a fuller, complete sound, but in this instance, the band
wasn't very tight and it hurt more than
helped. Kind of disappointing. Terry
Picknell was up next with Magnetic Bicycle
Craft, his solo project. He blistered his way
through a handful of tunes before being
joined by the rest of 5 Gears in Reverse. This
acoustic was proof that softer can be better.
You could hear the harmonies and musicianship that is often lost in their electric versions.
I was excited to see Chris Riffle (who was
next), I had never seen him before. Afterwards
I wish I had gone out for a smoke. His music
style and stage presence was a blatant rip off of
Ani DiFranco (a male version) that had nothing new to offer. Hell, it wasn't even a good
rip off. Hearing just two songs, I knew how
the rest of the diddies would sound.

nearly three and a half hours in line
just to get the tickets; another hour
to be let into the theatre the night
of the show, a hour and a half sitting in there waiting while some fuckin' camp
counselor decided to play Wink Martindale
asking the crow Star Wars trivia (which he
didn't even know the answers to) and then,
finally, after all of this, the previews began.
Some might ask if the pain and agony of
waiting like I did as worth it... This young
Jedi would have to say "Hell Yes Master
Yoda!" I know most of you probably
haven't seen the movie yet, so I won't spoil
it in the slightest, except to say it fits right in
with the other three. It was everything I
wanted from Lucas, met all the expectations
of the media's hype ... regardless of what they
are now saying (I heard some reporter from
the New York Post call it "shit"), and entertained the four hundred or so fans who saw
it that evening. It's not some epic masterpiece remember, it's an adventure ride, a
rollercoaster designed to take you to some
galaxy far, far, away. I'll probably go see it
again ... and again .. .and again ... maybe even
buying it when it comes out on tape, but it
will never impact me the way the first three
did. It can't. Episode four, five, and six, are
what we were raised upon and nothing will
ever give us the same thrill as we got when
Darth Vader was revealed as Luke's father (I
hope you knew that). All I can say is go see
it for yourself, no matter what someone says
about it, you'll make your own conclusions
to if it's the real Star Wars deal or not. After
all, it's only six and a half bucks, and a coupled hours of your life.
-JD

This band (which is actually the side project
of Death Cab for Cutie's Ben Gibbard) should be
serving as the Elsinor poster child. They're so
representative of the overall vibe you catch off
Elsinor artists. So, if you're one of those slimy,
lo-fi Elsinor groupies, you're going to moisten
your shorts shortly after popping in this hor d'oeuvre platter of songs.
The first song is a quirky little number
which features the percussion (if you can call it
that) of a single metronome like digital pulse. On
the second song, the percussion (which it truly is
this time) has a very hollow sound to it, and it's
very Tom Waits with it's offbeats and eclectic mix
of sounds. Complementing the previous notes the
song has a great keyboard part in it that bounces
happily along with the vocals cementing this song
in my mind as an official song to the soundtrack
of Spring. Following those jewels of music is the
third song which keeps the pop popping better
than a cross between Orville Redenbaucher and
the Beatles. The song boasts a great toy-piano
sounding part that accompanies the chorus to
round out this third consecutive cut of wonder.
I'm going to be brief in explaining that the

last two songs failed to capture my attention.
They might be awesome songs, but because of
their slowness and the fact that the first three
songs are guaranteed "greatest hits" material,
these songs just seemed misplaced among the
mix. If it were up to me I'd realign the order of
the songs ... And if it were up to me, I'd make
every goth kid listen to this over and over until
they decided to stop wearing black. This one's a
keeper.
-K. Scott

Ah the wonders of vinyl: a permanent
engraving of collaboratory musical efforts. Or I
should say accomplishments. Local Bellingham
bands Rox and Federation X make good by giving
their public a piece worthy to store in the time
vault as an auditory illustration of current ingenuity. Let's start with Fed X: thank god they finally
rewarded us with a non-magnetic copy of their
masterful, earth-shaking, white-rash rocking. It's
about time. Although nothing replaces the sensory
overload of a drunken night listening to the boys
live, this is a pretty good replication ... enough to
wet the appetite for the upcoming full-length
release. As for the currently on hiatus Rox, vinyl
grants them clarity. The ability of the listener to
discern individual lyrics and instruments over the
blurry roar of punk experienced at live shows.

And lucky for them, lucidity makes it all the
better. Yee-haw, what we have here is a winwin situation (and I didn ' t even mention yet
that it's dirt-cheap)!
-Jamie Donatuto

These guys are great. A punk rock amalgamation to be feared. Electric Frankenstein's
recipe contains all of the ingredients that
originally attracted me to punk: confidence,
distortion, speed, brevity, creative anger and
well-crafted rock songs.
Musically, to me, punk is like movie theater
popcorn--a small chunk of greasy, explosive flavor
that keeps you subconsciously shoving it into your
mouth even though you know it's not healthy.
Punk has never been healthy, yet it will forever
have a highly addictive quality. This album is a
wonderful example of my theory. The sloppy
overtones compliment the raw core of music and
add a nice haziness to the vocals. But the
smoothness and transition of this recording
definitely stick out as the highlights. Where a
lot of punk albums are bumpy and jolting, I Was
A Teenage Shutdown comes off much less jarring. Don't get me wrong though, this isn't
fluffy ball-less radiopunk. As much as I found
them easy to listen to, they still kick their fair
share of ass. It's not that they're not a rough band,
it's the fact that the roughness is welcome. It's the

difference between a trip on a gravel road in a bus
with no shocks, and rolling down a grassy hill.
The pleasure of the bumpiness on the roll down a
hill sets it apart from the discomfort of a bus trip.
So I wonder to myself "How the hell does
something so raw and so punishing sound so good?"
My answer to my own questions is just to embrace
and take full advantage of this masochistic anomaly
we all hail as punk. It may not make sense, but a
wise man once said "Hurt's so good."
-K. Scott

Featuring former members of The
Trashwomen (and a current member of The
Phantom Surfers), I thought The Bobbyteens
might sound just a tad surfy. Instead, they deliver
cool, stripped down rock n' roll bubbling with
their enthusiasm for classic bands of the past
(well, they're still around, but they were GOOD in
the past). I'm talking about the 'Stones and
AC/DC. The A-side combines "Brown Sugar"
and a basic Angus Young guitar riff with fun
female vocals. The flip has "Backseat Lover,"
another great tune more in the Ramones tradition
of punk rock. All in all this is a great 7" with
songs that you'll play over and over again. Estrus
Crust Club members got this one on swirly pink
vinyl.
-Sean Berry

••

Of all the Scandinavian rock n' roll
bands playing today you just can't beat The
Nomads. Their playing is excellent and they are
great -at writing quality tunes. They don't do
anything fancy, instead they just do what they've
been doing since 1981 - playing rock n' roll the
way it's supposed to be played. This is their latest
release, featuring twelve brand--new recordings,
inspired by bands like The Stooges and The
Sonics. I dunno how he popped up on here, but
there is a tune written by The Nomads and Scott
McCaughy (Young Fresh Fellows and REM)
called "The King Of Night Train". It's by far the
poppies! tune on here--I couldn't get it out of my
head the rest of the day after hearing it for the first
time. That's what l love about The Nomads--they
are a rock n' roll/garage band first and foremost,
yet they throw a curveball like that at you every
once in a while. I have never heard a Nomads
release that I didn't like and this one's certainly no
exception--in fact it's probably one of their best
releases ever. Highly recommended.
-Sean Berry

I have heard about this French combo for a
long time, but hadn't heard them until this release
landed in my mailbox. Featuring Lili of The
Splash 4 (one of my favorite garage/punk bands)
this half male/half female band veer towards an
old-school punk sound with buzzsaw guitars,
stomach pounding drums and frantic girl vocals. I
get a feeling that their grasp of the English
language is fairly limited--all of the songs are
sung in English but the lyrics are very simple. Not
that it matters, when it comes to rock n' roll who
really listens to the lyrics anyway? Thirteen songs
from the gutter that'll give you your fix for frantic
rock n' roll action--a must for every trashhound.
-Sean Berry

Hailing from Japan, this 3 piece claims that
surf/instro rock ·n' roll isn't much different than
early punk rock. When played like the Switch

Trout play it I gotta say I agree, although I don't
see the similarities between "Baja" and "Anarchy
In The U.K.". When you boil it right down it all
has to do with rebellion, doing something new
that doesn't pander to the masses. Sure, surf/instro
is still pretty popular and is still being used in T.V.
commercials, but you ain't gonna hear The Switch
Trout doin' tunes to push sneakers. Their sound is
tough and aggressive with roaring rhythms and
soaring lead guitar lines--all played dirty and
distorted. This new full length contains 15 tunes,
most of 'em originals. When they do a cover they
don't tum to The Ventures or The Lively Ones-instead they do a song by The Makers on here.
The only negative I can see with this release is
that the first ten songs come from the last 2 Estrus
7" releases by The Switch Trout, so you're only
getting 5 new tunes. For those of you that don't
have a turntable this is a great opportunity to hear
this fine band and even if you do have the vinyl
releases the five new songs are all excellent.
-Sean Berry

I am a true blue fan of folk music but lately
it has gotten old and stale. Most folk singers end
up sounding the same and lack anything original.
That's why Havilah's new CD "Crashing into
Emeralds" offers a breath of fresh air in folk
music. Her rich, mature voice grabs you and

doesn't let go until the end. "Crashing into
Emeralds" is a well-rounded CD offering a
diversity of songs from the slow melodic title
song and more playful ones like "Albert."
Havilah's voice is powerfully commanding
and mature. The music is simple but powerful; a
nice accompanying sound to compliment
Havilah's beautiful voice. I can not say enough
about how great her voice really is. If you are a
fan of folk music like me, then Havilah is well
worth giving a listen to. I don't think that you will
be disappointed.

ond song started and it featured not only female
vocals but a lengthy flute solo to boot. Talk about
mixing things up. I'd prefer not to know what
ingredients make up this mish mash of metal and
immaturity.
All together I'd say this band is along the
line of Green Jell-o or Dread Zeppelin. And as
follows with bands of this nature, the music is
funny but I can't imagine playing it much more
than those times when I'm drunk, surly and
looking to pick on someone (which is more often
than I like to admit.) If for no other reason, get a
copy in case you need a quick gift for a relative in
grade school. I can only imagine how much I
would've dug this album had it only been
introduced to me when I was in the fourth grade.

-Danielle Greenwell

-K. Scott

With song titles like "Dingleberry
Mistletoe" and "Asshair Toothbrush" you can
probably see why I was intensely curious to give
this CD a run through. Teasing me with toilet
humor would be like setting up a card table
cocaine stand in front of the Betty Ford Clinic.
And as if the song titles weren't enough, someone
hand decorated the copy I got with a crude outline
of a penis, a pentagram, and the phrase "Fuk all
you Fux!" With all this build up it was show time.
Imagine, Rage Against the Machine meets
Primus but with the singer from Kom. It's bad
metal at it's worst, and nothing short of hilarious.
Yet I was thrown for another loop when the sec-

lnsg~s{gn

Local favorites Basement Swing have finally
released a CD for the masses and damn is it good.
Even if you're not a big swing fan, like myself,
you can appreciate the fun of Basement Swing.
The album starts out with Alleycat, a number
that I think is the strongest one on the album (though
there isn't a weak one here) and continues over
course of the next nine songs, to play a handful of
covers (including Swing Brother Swing and
Twice the Loving- In Half the Time) and also

BINARY
RECORDING
STUDIO
Discount recording packages for bands
& musicians.
Includes free COs
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Lots of tube mics, pre's,
digital and vintage gear
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creating insightfuL images that
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Design

can for a qu.ote or appoin.tmen.t
714-9310
Eest time to cat!: 5-9pm M-F or leave detailed message.

five originals. The only difference between the
originals and covers is the familiarity with the
covers. There is no let down when Basement
Swing takes a stab at arranging things themselves, which isn't often the case with swing
bands.
Not only is the song structure good, but the
recording itself is smooth and gorgeous.
Basement Swing (along with Kevin Bressler and
David Caron) have avoided the normal trappings
of swing music by recording the record a very
"live" sound to it. Often times bands, especially
swing bands, will overproduce an album, making
it sterile and not really authentic. One of the best
parts of swing is the live show and the dancing, it
only makes sense to have the album come across
as a really good live show. Basement Swing has
captured that energy and recorded with killing the
soul. A remarkable feat indeed.
Of course there's drawbacks to the album,
but if you're a swing fan at all, it doesn't even
matter. Just go pick it up at your local record
store.

that if they get the chance, they'll have record
labels fawning over them Their songs are well
planned and would almost fit snugly in a musical
equation. Unfortunately that type of rock is just
lost on me.
I found the song structure pretty boring with
it's softer verse, loud chorus schtick the whole
way through. Yet at the same time I felt myself
being entangled by the generous hooks provided
on this recording. All the pieces of the band seem
to function well and meld together to create the
solid sound they produce. All together this band
just isn't up my aesthetic alley, but the smooth
styling snared me none-the-less. If you listen to
radio-rock at work or all the time, I think you' II be
into Almost Never (Especially if the guitar player
stopped playing those eighties, Van Halen sounding solos ....just a hint.)
-K. Scott

Send Contributions to:

-Brent Cole

This is a very good tape-especially if radio
rock is the type of stuff that floats your boat.
These guys have a polished texture and definite
sound about them. There's no doubt in my mind
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Po Box42~0
Bellingham WA98227
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360-714-9310
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Dave Whyte, Luthier

•Major &Minor Work Welcome

•Two Technicians To Serve You

•LICENSED AND BONDED - OVER

17 YEARS

EXPERIENCE

Your Fourth Corner
Connection

Address:
703 W Holly St.
Phone Number:
733-9080
or

650-8977

for

emergencies

E-mail:
N/A

Hours:
M-F 9:30 till 6:00
Sat. I 0:00 till 5:00
24 hour emergency se rvic e avai lable

Typical Job:

the first of a two part series on music stores in
In this issue, What's Up will be giving an overview on
guitar repair places within Bellingham. Next month we'll be featuring
guitar retailers in town.
For this ar~icle, I gave the four most knpwn guitar repair shops (Fretted
Instrument Service, Manna Music, Smash Your Guitar, and Musician's Center)
a list of questions about. their services. Here's what they each had to say
about themselves. -Brent Cole

String changes, Pro-setups, fretmills,
refret,
Bridge
reglues ,
Electronic
modifications, Bow rehai r.

Price Range:
$5 .50 - depending on job
Type of Shop:
All stringed instrumen t r epair &
maintenance, some minor e lectro nics and
amp repair.

Price for Gttitar Tune-Up:
$1 1.00 - $37.50 acco rding t o job.
What's Included:
Many different possibilities .

Owner Blurb:
Shop Name:
Fretted
Service

for best tone and playability including
intonation, trem., etc . Clean pots/adj P/U
as applicable.

Tech:

Owner Blurb:

D

a
h y t
(owner).
B r e t t
Romano (apprentice builder)
Place ·in Cb1Jlpany:
owner/apprentice
Address:
I I 55 N State st, ste 603. Bellingham
Herald Building
Phone Number:
733-330 I
E·mall:
N/A
Hours:
M- F 11-6:30
Weekends/Eveningsd)y appt.
Typical Job:
Set up and minor repair thru major
structural rebuild an-d repair, vintage
restoration and refLnishing.
Price Range:
Various - minor work@ flat rate fees,
major repairs - hourly. Minimum shop
charge $15 .
Type of Shop: /
945 sq ft Luthefie with full woodworking and finishing facilities. Only full
time shop in the county.
'
Price for Guitar Tune-Up: ' l
Varies; $25 to $50
What's Included:
Clean/polish instrument, clean/polish
frets and boards, adj all variable settings

w

Over IS years experience; formal!
ap.prentjced lutheir. One of only 13 A.S.I.
A members in WA state.

Turnaround Time:
Minor work 24-72 hours, fretwork 57 days; major repairs and finish work
varies.

Speciaf Notes:
Member Association of Stringed
Instrument Artisans (A.S.I.A.) and Gu ild
of American Luthiers.
Licensed and
lnsured: Authorized warranty service for
most major brands. Service majority of
area· music stores. Authorized Deale·ri for
Warmoth, Allparts, WD, Freshl'i;\'an,
Multiflex, Smour Duncan, D'addario,,TKL
We servlce anthing with st~gs
except violin family. Also service Rhodes
an9 Wurlitzer Electric Piano's.
"No job too big-no job too small"
Custom nylon string gu itars "custom" component electrics .

Shop Name:
The Guitar Doctor

Dave
has
worked
fo r
many
manufacturers
including;
Alembic ,
Moonstone
Guitars , Mesa
Boogie ,
Wildwood Banjos . He has been specially
requested for on the road repa ir by bands
like "The Who" and Metallica." Dave has
been in professional
business for over 20
years . Authorized
Service Technician
for the following
companies--Fender
(Gold Level), Guild,
DeArmond, Martin ,
Peavey,
Takamine ,
Hamer,
Ovation ,
Applause,
Seagull,
God1n, Larrivee .

Turnaround Time:
Anywhere from
112 hour to 1-3 days depend ing on

iO.b.

Special Notes:
A
multitude
of
Professional
Experience located here in town M an
excellent Music Store by a professional
Musician/Instrument Technician who cares
about his cli~ ts and their instruments.
Dave has for fltUSicians such as Stanley
Clarke, Lindsay Buckingham, John Paul
Jones, Steve Miller, Bo Diddley, and John
Ehtwistle, to name a few.

Tech:
Dave Payne

Place in Company:
Independent
C o n t r a c t o r ,'i'ff'~~~
Manna Music

Shop Name:
Musician 's Center

Tech:
Jon Memolo-Owner, Andy Beech

'

'

... .-"

ed, clea!ifsaddles and nut, wax & polish,
.__a~n!! s;Jieck electronics, etc .
Owner Blurb:
We are simply the best at what we do.
Turnaround Time:
24 hours for set-ups typically.
Special Notes:
Jon Memolo & Andy Beech have been •
building and servicing guitars for mos\,s?J~
their lives. They have built guitars"for :
rock n' roll alumnus such,as~ny Wayne !
#?*"
•
Shepard, Prince, Zack Wilde, Jackson •
Brown~~ust" to name a few. We offer
comtfe'titive prices, excellent custo
full servic

I

Hours:
M-F I0:30 till 7:00
Sat. I 0:30 till 6:00
Sun. II :00 till 5:00
Typical job:
Broken headstock repair, refrets, electronic service, etc ............ .
Price Range:
$15 .00 up ........... .
Type of Shop:
Full line

I lost 342 lbs. in only one day
while grooving to the new e.p.
from All-Time Quarterback!

all-time qtrbck:
a compact disc e.p.
containing an assortment of
dance-able love songs from
death cab for cutie's ben gibbard!
$6.00 at local stores
or pobox 5463, b'ham 98227

".home of t.he iD.die-rock sowzdtraclc
tor t.he new mille.D.Dium t.hiD.gie"

M-F 11-6
Sat. 12-5
Typical job:
"Peeling Nirvana stickers off your
Mustang"
Price Range:
"I'll work'With ya"
Type of Shop:
,,
Recycled retail
Price for Guitar Tune-
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journey growing up

in

Connecticut. Her father and
mother,

both

musicians,

scooted Havilah nicely into

I
•~·

playing the piano at six, and

~

studied classical and

f

'

music technique'

l

the musical world with their
influences,

Havilah started

her young life.

of subdued excitesureness that
singing is

1

"but what's real sneaky

Seattle.

more than her

Havilah has never felt so

about this town is the spice

musical upbringing : it's in

The beauty of Bellingham is

alone" as she does here in

and spike of the music here.

her blood.

not only the surrounding

Bellingham. No matter where

And, the ability to make it.

environment

she goes in town she always

Zydeco, blues, classical, hip-

For her last two years of high

mountains, scenic bay, and

of

mellow

runs

she

hop, sugary pop, techno, jazz,

school, Havilah went to the

lush forests, but the nurturing

knows:

"I'm never lonely

metal, and heavy doses of folk

prestigious Interlochen per-

community. Because of this,

here." She is astounded by

make Bellingham like a little

into

someone

in

Havilah has established a

the generosity constantly

replica of the musical world.

There she hung

great fan base and sold every

prevalent in Bellingham and

"The quality of talent here

out with Jewel (you know--

copy of Superfarmhouse. She

how, "friends are always here

and the variety is amazing,"

the famous folkie yodeling

has support for everything

for me."

"It's so comforting

Havilah says this with a whis-

out

forming
Michigan.

in

arts

the

school

mainstream)

from technical help to graph-

to be in Bellingham, I have

per of wonderment-like it's

because; "we were the only

ic art design for her album

everything I need."

a secret, like it's miraculous.

ones who sang jazz."

covers.

"People

Bellingham

have

Yes, Bellingham is known as

Of

At

Interlochen she focused on

in
been

all

the

•

instruments,

Left Brain

Havilah prefers her voice,

strong

saying that it is her best way to

uniquely her style.

communicate. With a band of

describes her music as folk-

Starting at

$2,499

alpha tech
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2300 James Street • Bellingham, WA 98225
(360) 671-2334 • (360) 671-8571 fax
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Apple Specialist

Alpha Tech has Apple trained & certified staff
in their Service Department for your complete
quality computer repair and service needs.
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©1999 Apple Computer, Inc. All right• reseiVed. Apple, the Apple logo and
PowerBook are registered trademarks of Apple Computer, Inc.

that

is

Havilah

buddy musicians backing her

rock, and some fans say she is

on-stage, she plunges into

a cross between something

heartfelt songs about life with

like Patti La Belle and Ani Di

a little humor, a lot of energy,

Franco. Some say listening to

and a kickin' presence. Her

Havilah is like driving in an

songs are

old pick-up

seasoned with a

mesmerizing pungency and a

More Brain. Less Brawn.
With PowerPC G3 processors running at up to
400 MHz, and an even thinner and lighter design, the new
Macintosh®PowerBook®G3 Series gives you the ultimate
combination: desktop performance in a notebook computer,
with a 14.1" screen. You can work all day unplugged too.
Or Pk!Y· There is enough battery life (5 hours) to
watch the new Austin Powers movie.... twice!

melody

truck on a soft

summer day.

Her favorite spots to play are theaters a nd
cafes:" if the scene is right." She loves playing everywhere in Bellingham, noting that
she had some good gigs at Stuart's cafe.
"Playing at Anna's Caddy Shack is a blast"
she says. But her favorite place to play will
be the Wild Buffalo even though she hasn't
played there yet: "I know that the Wild
Buffalo is going to be it." As it turns out, her
debut there will be on May 29.

Right Brain

Havilah hopes to get back in

she will have to spend time

the swing of playing the piano

promoting her music down in

again and learning how to

Los Angles or San Francisco.

play the guitar even better.

So her goal is to spend half

She says her fifteen-year-old

her time in Bellingham and

brother,: "almost knows how

the other half in California.

to play the guitar better than I
do--he has a lot of promise."

One thing for sure, Havilah is

Perhaps they will be on tour

proud to say:

togethetsomeday

Bellingham."

Her current plans are to tour

After much celebrated enthu-

this area and promote her

siasm for Superfarmhouse,

new album.

she is releasing her new

Havilah really

focuses her energy on is how

album

to stay in Bellingham:

"I'm from

Crashing

Into

"I

Emeralds at the Breakwater

want to stay but I also want

restaurant on Saturday June

to get my music onto the

19 from 8:30 to llp.m. This

next level. I want to get it

CD release party is going to

out there."
great

for

Bellingham is
cultivating

an

Pentium II 333-MHz
256 l2 cache I 32-KB l2 cache
64 MBSDRAM
6 GB Enhanced-IDE Hard Drive
1.44 MB Floppy Drive
24XCD-ROM
133" Screen with 65,536 colors
128-bit Video Graphics Adapter
2 MB Embedded Video RAM
Dual Display Capability
Full Size Keyboard

Starting at

16-bit Sound Blaster Pro
Dual Built-In Speakers
3D-enhanced PCI bus audio
56-Kbps, V.90
Built-In Modem
USB I Serial I Parallel Ports
Headphone-Out
Microphone-In
PB/2 Keyboard/Mouse Port
Docking Capability
Microsoft Windows 98

$1, 649*
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be: "a real party, it's going to
be a lot of fun."

impressive following and a
foundation, but the one and

With Havilah saying that her-

only drawback Havilah sees

self, I wouldn't miss it if I were

for music in this town is that

you.

there are few ways to get
"discovered." That's what the

-Jaimie Berg

big, burly cities are for.

HP OmniBook XE2

2300 James Street • Bellingham, WA 98225
(360) 671-2334 • (360) 671-8571 fax
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Havilah would prefer just to
stay here, but she knows that
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Salem: So, what type of music do you guys play1
Dave: It's funky, danceable .. ..
Tim: ... groove.
Reese: It's happy music.
Tim: It makes you want to dance, and it's NOT swing!
Salem: Why don't we talk about how you all got together.
Tim: Well, we basically put together a band for a show and it
was just supposed to be a one time thing but it just kind of
progressed from there.
Dave: There was a good response to our music, or to the other
people's music that we were playing.
Tim: Yeah, so we decided to make it our own.
Salem: Why did you choose funk music1
Dave: (quite emphatically)Because nobody in this town does it
and it's just such good music.
Salem: Has everybody in the band always been interested in
funk1
Tim: Yeah, more so since we started playing it.
Dave: Everybody's taste is really eclectic I think.

Salem: What are your individual preferences in music1
lucas: I used to listen to funk back in the day. This group has
actually gotten me back into it. I was very far away from it
for awhile but this has kind of pulled me back towards it.
Dave: (facetiously) Where do you draw most of your inspiration
from lucas1
lucas: Aw Jesus. (group laughter) Why me, huh1!
Salem: Because lucas, you're the heart throb. (More laughter)
lucas: Aw. See if I say John Zorn, everybody's gonna think I'm
trying to be just like John Zorn but I think just like everybody else here, I've got lots of inspirations. I mean I'll listen
to Diecide and Maceo Parker in the same hour. I listen to
Diecide tongue-in-cheek but I feel like I listen to all music
tongue-in-cheek. You can only take music so seriously.

Salem: What is in particular that keeps you guys interested in
funk1
Tim: It's not depressing.
lucas: Actually, I think for me coming back to it I have a dif·
ferent perspective because for a long while I just really was
not into the dance music at all. The cool thing about it, that
I've had to re-realize, is that it's a cool way for people to
interact. It's a wonderful thing that music can bring people
together and have them share this experience. I know it's totally cheesy and especially weird for me to say but it's awesome
that everybody can be out there enjoying the same thing and
having a similar experience.
Dave: I think it's about music that puts a smile on people's
faces and doesn't stir up angry emotions. It just stirs up the
best feelings that you have inside of you.
Tim: It's still very emotional.
Dave: Yeah, it's just happy emotion.
Salem: What part of being a band really motivates you the
most1 Is it writing your own songs or maybe doing a cover
and making it yours1
lucas: It's the girls. (Big laughter)
Tim: I think that every time we play a song it's almost like
we're writing a new song anyway because of the liberties that
we take with other people's songs and even the liberty that
we take with our own songs. As a teacher that we all had
once said, "You can try as hard as you want to but you're
never going to sound like the person you're trying to emulate.
The harder you try the closer you
will come to creating your own
sound". We understand that we
will never sound like Maceo
Parker or any of those guys but
in trying to we're finding our
own sound.
Salem: Tell me which concert has
been your favorite so far1
Tim: I'd say Jammin' for Salmon.
Dave: Yes, that was the pinnacle.
It reached a different level, I
think.

Salem: Was that because
of the audience's response
and participation1
Everybody: Definitely.
lucas: (under his breath)
Girls. (laughter)
Tim: It was a chance for
us to see a different kind
of audience and see how
they reacted. We've pretty
much only played in bars
and to a certain extent
people in bars will get up
and dance to anything
with a beat.
Salem: What audience are
you trying to target1
Tim:We're trying to target an audience that likes us. (laughter)
Dave: That was why we liked Jammin' for Salmon because it
wasn't that drunken stupor dance fest. Not that there weren't
some pretty loaded people there but you could also see families and kids. And adults! They appreciate this kind of music.
Salem: It's very intriguing that a group of young talented guys
such as yourselves would choose to play a style of music that
saw it's popularity die out quite some time ago. The fact that
you all know so much about older styles of music .and have
the capacity and desire to develop within them is refreshing.
Why do you think people are trying to bring the older styles .
back now like swing music, even though you guys are definitely not swing at all!
Tim: I think that a lot of what people like about this music
is that we're having as much fun as the audience is. I've seen
so many bands today that are just kind of going through the
motions. Not that we won't have moments where we're just
going through the motions too, I'm sure every band does. It
just seems like some of them look like they don't want to be
there.
Dave: I think it helps us to focus on a variety of music gen·
res. We seem to be drawing from Jazz, Funk, Hip-Hop, R&B and
Classic Soul. We get to take from all those types and throw it
all together and create something.
Salem: How does this lack of confinement specifically affect your

playing?
Dave: By not having any rules it allows us
to free it up and explore each other's
musical tastes and textures and try to get
them to fit together. In this way we create something we like and hopefully
something the crowd will like too.
Reese: I don't know about anybody else
but I grew up in a family that listened
to Bruce Springsteen and Jackson Brown
so playing this type of music is totally
foreign to me. It's great to be in a group
that has such a feel going for it. And here
we are in Bellingham of all places, doing
this.
Dave: It is cool to be in a small town and
still be able to find people who are willing and able to create this sound.
Salem: Do you guys find that you get along well and are
respectful of each other's ideas?
.
(lots of laughter and joking around at the apparent absurdity
of them not getting along)
Tim: I really can't think of a time when we didn't get along.
There's been times when we've been tired and frustrated but. ..
Dave: 1 think it has to do with the fact that we're not a serious band. We're serious when we get together and play but
we're not serious about the image of being a musician. We're
not interested so much in being rock stars as we are interested in the pure enjoyment of creating music on the spot.
Salem: How far does Fat Albert Rotunda plan to go1
lucas: (under his bre~th again) Rock stars. (laughter)
Dave: Fame is a good thing and a bad thing. I think how you
get there is important. The way we're doing it is a good way
of going about it.
Salem: So you're saying you're going towards fame?
Tim: I think we're going towards whatever happens.
(Mike starts singing the anthem for "F arne " th e TV
show)(laughter)
Dave: 1 think that's one of the things that is hindering us is
that we haven't set some goals and maybe if we did we'd move
even further forward than we have.
Tim: 1think we haven't set goals because our line-up has been
pretty inconsistent. We have rotating drummers and rotating
singers ...
Salem: Yeah, rotating everything! (laughter)
Dave: Everybody has different side projects.
Tim: We do still have the same core people that we started the
band with. And we're all just as excited about this as the day
we had our first show which was June 28th of last year.
Salem: And even more so because of the response that you've
received, I imagine?
Tim: Even more so.
Salem: So what new things are coming up for Fat Albert
Rotunda?
Tim: We have a show on June 4th in the PAC courtyard at

•

WWU from five until sundown.
Dave: The majority of us are involved in music on a daily basis
and we are always learning.
Salem: How do you regard the music that is most popular these
days like the Top Twenty pop hits that we hear on the radio?
Tim: 1 feel like we're back in 1989. There are so many bands
doing the same thing, trying to catch the next wave. The cool
thing about Bellingham is there are so many different types of
music happening here. There is the opportunity to listen to new
and different things. The more I listen to the radio, the more
I turn it off.
Reese: let's say a few words about the wonderful proprietors
of this town who encourage live music.
Dave: It's incredible that a town like this has so many venues.
lucas: There's still not enough. There are practically no all-ages
places.
Tim: 1 think the scene is as big as Bellingham can handle. It's
cool to see that bands like Death Cab for Cutie and Federation
X have been able to develop here. You get the same fans for
different music. The town can support the diversity.
Reese: You know, more than a band we are a collection of student musicians. Musicians who are studying the art of playing
music for people. And this has been a great forum for that. All
of us have gotten to experiment and work on new skills and
bring it into the band. It's been a great way for me to play
out with a feeling more than just being in a room, by yourself, with a metronome.
Tim: 1 think the most important point there is the art of performing for people. It's different than the art of playing music.
Reese: 1 don't think any of us in this band feel that this is
just art for ourselves. This is art for people.
Tim: You have to share it.
Dave: Something needs to be said for live music. Just the way
it comes alive and transforms you. With every change in the
music you have a change inside of you.
Salem: The audience really changes music for a band.
Dave: Their reaction feeds you and you feed them and so it's
like you're creating with the help of other people.

Salem: Do you think most people are
moving away from pop music on the
radio or do you think they're still
buying into it1
lucas:. I think most people buy into
it. It really sucks because there are
good musicians and bands everywhere and there is no reason at all
that "American Music" should be
seduded to these few bands.
It should be more localized and not
so monoculture.
Mike: I think people get really into
one thing in life and than there's
everything else. For a lot of people,
music is just part of everything else
for them and so they're just going
to take whatever is given to them.
Dave: Music definitely creates a certain identity for people
though. like country or rap music. However, with our music I
don't see it being placed in a category.
Salem: So you're not trying to give people an identity?
Dave: I think it's more an experience than an identity. We're
trying to give people an experience.
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EVERYDAY &: SUN.
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FEATURING LIVE MUSIC 4 NIGHTS A WEEKII
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June 13th
June 14th
Coming Soon: KARAOKE w/
Bluegrass Fest
Terri Laine
June 20th
Coming Soon:
Reggae Rage

June 21st
KARAOKE wj
Terri Laine

June 27th
June 28th
Coming Soon: KARAOKE wj
Bluegrass Fest
Terri Laine

June 8th

rORTH£
rAlTHfVL
June 15th

rORTH£
rAlTHfVL
June22nd

rORTH£
rAlTtffVl
June 29th

rORTH£
rAlTHfVL

~JUNE

June 2nd
BOOGIE
NIGHTS!

June 3rd
Live Music!

June 4th
Slow Coal

To Be Announced

Little BrotherBig

June 9th
BOOGIE
NIGHTS!

June 10th
BRIGHT
BROWN

June 11th
My Friends & I

June 12th

SERATONIN

DEORPHEUS

June 16th
BOOGIE
NIGHTS!

June 17th

June 18th

June 19,

Weirding

STEEL

Way

BLU

CAPTAIN
J:ATI-IOM

June 23rd
BOOGIE
NIGHTS!

June 24th
Kola

June5th

RAD IO
STAR!

June 25th
June 26th
It's A
Weekend
Honkin Otto Honkin Otto

June 30th
BOOGIE
NIGHTS!

AND COMING SOON!

rATH£R JOHN"S Backyard Beer Garden and rATH£R JOHN"S own, specially brewed,
raspberry, ginseng & ginger beer .... ratl1e1" Joln1·, ..Mask £1txtr.. lll

l\'IOTEL IIELL
"It takes all kinds of critters to make
Farmer Vincent's fritters."
-Vincent
Have you ever seen a movie that
has shock, violence, and a homicidal
male psycho who commits a string of
gruesome murders? It may sound like
your generic horror movie but get ready
for twists and turns that would put
Chubby Checker to shame. If you are a
fan of horror movies this is a must see.
And if you like comedies, well there's
room for you too. Most so called
vegetarians will admit to the worlg that
meat is good and that they've been
living a terrible lie after seeing this film.
Motel Hell used to be called Motel
Hello, but one day the '0' flickered out.
Now farmer Vincent (Rory Calhoun)
will still wave a nice hello when you
check in, but 1 his plans for you are
coming straight' from a recipe book
written by Jeffrey Dahmer.
"Meat's meat, and a man's gotta eat."
-Vincent
Farmer Vincent is a nice ol' farmer
who is known across the country for his
dried pork treats. Yum! He is an elderly
farmer who is more than what he seems
behind his mask of kindness. If you
don't guess his secret ingredient until
the end of the movie--you're an idiot-it's human flesh. Vincent doesn't just
use just any body he can get his hands
on. He selects his racks of meat with
great loving care. This movie is actually
very imaginative. The first time I
watched the movie, I really wasn't
expecting the plot to take off the way it
did. It's full of surprises and funny
dialogue. Some of the scenes in this
movie will stay with me for the rest of
my life. Wait until you see Vincent's
garden, and what's worse is how he
harvests it. Cracks me up every time I
think about it. How does your garden
grow Farmer Vincent? Well, it kind of
has a muffled throaty sound, so-tospeak that is.
See this movie with a nice rare
steak dinner and you will enjoy it all the

more.
Stars- Rory Calhoun, Paul Linke and
Nina Axelrod
-Riley McCormick

SPiKE ~ l\'IIKE'S
SiCK ANI> TiliSTE1>

ANiMATiON FESTi""AL (<J8)
I remember, back when I was a
freshman in college, rushing back to my
dorm room every day at four o'clock to
catch "Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles."
Once a neighbor poked her head in,
shocked at the sight of what I was
doing. "You still watch cartoons? ," she
asked, "Aren't you a little bit old for
that?"
Too old for cartoons? I feel sorry
for people who think that cartoons are
only for elementary students. The fact of
the matter is that cartoons are just as
suitable for adults as they are for kids.
Animated stories are an excellent escape
from reality (without rehab) and
because everything is spawned from the
imagination, anything is possible. What
I really enjoy is seeing
what a sick and
twisted imagination
can create.
For those of you
who love animation as
much as I do, the
"Spike &
names
Mike" are probably
very familiar to you.
The Spike and Mike
animation
festivals
have been going on for
years now. These film
"festivals" are a compilation of several
"shorts"
animated
from all over the
world. Most of these
films are relatively
tame, and more often
than not, the stupid
shorts out weigh the
good ones. Last years'
Sick
&
Twisted
Animation proved
be an exception.

When I watch an animated short I
expect two things. First, the animation
has to be unique. Remember when Ren
& Stimpy were big and then a whole lot
of other look-a-likes started to pop up
everywhere? I HATE that! It's an art
form ... be creative! Second, it needs to
push the limits of reality. Sure, the boys
down at Disney pride themselves on how
accurately they represent their subject
matter, but what fun is that? I want to
see those eye-popping Tex Avery jags.
Spike & Mike's festival has it all;
unique and nostalgic cartooning styles
along with story lines that will make
you say, "where the hell did that idea
come from?" Did I mention that the
first two South Park episodes also
appear in this film?
The first skit, "No-Neck-Joe,"
starts things off on a bit of a goofy note
with a string of 30 second "sight gags."
It's not too sick or twisted, but if you're
the type of person who buys Laffy Taffy
just for the entertainment value, you'll
enjoy this.
The two shorts that follow are
by far my favorites of the film.
"Beyond Grandpa" is also a string of
quick animation, but the gags are a
result of Illustrating various titles, like
"grandpa propositioning the mailman
for sex" and "grandpa masturbating
upside-down in a well." The short
"Boris the Dog" exemplifies what the
Sick & Twisted festival is all about. The
creators decided to use cute animation
and a soft spoken narrator to give it a GRating feel. The story starts off like a
children's story; Boris the dog wants to
see the city, but knows that he is not
allowed to do so. So he gets an idea .. .lt
just so happens that this idea involves
slaughtering two family members. This

spunky pup provokes the guy next
door to partake in the carnage. The
neighbor snaps after his human target
is unrecognizable , blaming a crown
nebula for the event. (and this is just the
beginning of the twisted tangent).
Somehow, it all comes back to Boris
going to the city and it's beautifully
executed. ·
The next few skits range from a
very weak Monica Lewinski joke to
"Karate Dick Boys" (the title says it
all). You'll see a ferret bite off of the
dick of an effeminate wrester, you'll
hear a tampon being removed via
muscle control, you'lllaugh at the referee poking the mentally challenged with a
sharp, pointy stick and you'll cringe when
you watch a man hammering a glass rod
into his less than erect member.
However the pinnacle of this
assortment of cartoons would have to
be the two South Park episodes. These
"classics·· may not be as extreme as the
others, but they sure are funny. The
animation style for South Park has
always been crude, but the first episode
receives the "Let's-see-if-we-can-spendless-than-a-dollar-on-an-idea" Award.
Trey Parker and Matt Stone must have
taken one look at what they created
with some disappointment because
they managed to squeeze another
episode into the film. This later episode
is reflective of the South Park that we all
know and love - Santa and Jesus battle
it out with their Mortal Kombat super
powers, and Brian Boitano saves the day
with his powerful words of wisdom. At
the end of this entertaining film, Kyle
reminds us of the one important things
that Christmas is all about. Presents.
-Amy Marchegiani

Celebrity
Restaurant Review
For our first restaurant review,
armed with our celebrity guest A.J.
Razor of Lateral Tension fame, we had
some trouble deciding where to go. See,
we had hit the bottle around 8:30 and by
the time we were shit-faced enough to
actually go anywhere, it was about 10:30
and most of the places we could think of
were already closed. After a quick flip
through the yellow pages , we discovered
that La Fiamma (the newer pizza place
downtown, to which we had never
been), was open till II :00 and within
walking distance to the bars. So, we
cruised into La Fiamma around 10:45
and our waiter was very nice to us considering it was almost closing time and
we were quite obnoxious. We ordered
pints of Kiltlifters (!think about $3 each,
but don 't quote me on that), a medium
Nona'me pizza ("Warning: this pizza
has no sau~e. A simple pizza; our world
famous pizza crust crushed with garlic
infused olive oil topped with sundried
tomatoes, roasted garlic and che 'vre")
$9.95. And another medium pizza that
was half Finn (pesto sauce, shrimp,
grilled artichoke hearts, mozzarella, and
asiago cheese) and half Bella (spicy
tomato sauce, shiitake mushrooms,
white mushrooms, red peppers, green
and yellow zucchini, calamata, olives,
red onion, black sesame seeds. feta and
a sprinkle of mozzarella) $11.95.
The following are exerps from our
conversation that night, and are mostly
in chronological order...
Razor: They have great fucking food
here. Well actually, I've just come here
for beer before.
Tiana Bump: Free tampons.
Richard Grind: The restrooms are near
the door, I like that. And there's a
telephone near which makes me feel
mass cool.
Tiana Bump: In the little girl's room
there isn't a tampon machine, but a really classy container filled with free
(FREE!!) tampons.

-Enter our drinks and our first pizza, the
Nona'me.
Razor: It's more like garlic bread, but
it 's good garlic bread. I mean this is
good, but why did we order it without
sauce? It seemed like it would be better that way because it had a warning,
but I really miss the pizza sauce.
They tricked me with the warning into
ordering this.
Richard Grind: I have to admit this is
fucking excellent without sauce, which
probably means if it had sauce it would
be even better.
Tiana Bump: There 's whole cloves of
garlic on here, but I think they are
steamed or something. They are kind of
mushy but aren't gross at all even
though I don't really like garlic.
Richard Grind: We ' re going to get
kicked out of here.
Razor: The chairs and the shit on the
ceilings are very industrial. This is good
shit, but I hate the crust, I hate crust,
crust is evil.
Richard Grind: I'm not going to eat
my crust either.
Tiana Bump: I ate my crust.

served free dessert, though free tampons are always cool). In addition, they
get an A+ for being open late and an A+
for friendly fast service.
So, as we stumbled out onto the
porch for a smoke around midnight (an
hour after closing), we paused to
decide where to go next. It was then
that Razor made fun of a group of
jocks passing us, but luckily we
escaped without incident. Now, if you
think you're a superstar and would
like to be a future celebrity guest, all
you need to do is send us a picture of
yourself along with an essay on why
you ' re so cool along with a $5
processing fee to b-18 c/o What's Up.
-Erik and Sunshine

Bellingham's
Thai Scene

-Enter our next pizza, half Finn and half
Bella.
Razor: This shrimp is some good shit.
Tiana Bump: The veggie (Bella) pizza
doesn't have any cheese on it except for
some feta, which is kind of weird but
good, and it does have sauce.
Razor: Impressive pizza oven, and I'm
really impressed with their cheese, the
feta is awesome. Have a piece of
shrimp.
Tiana Bump: No, I'm a vegetarian.
Razor: But all the pizza we've been
eating had sausage on it.
Tiana Bump: No it didn't, it's all been
vegetarian.
So as we finished our meal, we all
decided that La Fiamma was a very
good choice. Razor game them an A,
Richard Grind gave them an A- (because
they don 't serve beer in pitchers), and
Tiana Bump gave them an A (the only
way they could get an A+ was if they

I

Recently, while at my dear
companion Hildegard's flat, I stumbled
across an artifact of some antiquity that
made me chuckle- as Hildy's
flatmate/feline Clumpy witnessed.
What I found was a Teddy Ruxpin
coffee mug, which displayed a picture
of the bear and his caterpillar friend. So,
I would like to begin this collection of
words with an informative lesson I
learned during my youth that might be
of interest to someone somewhere:
while it is totally funny to listen to
Black Sabbath in a Teddy Ruxpin doll,
his mouth doesn't move along with
Ozzy's words.
Anyhow, that being said I will
now proceed to communicate some
thoughts on food. More specifically,
Thai food. Every town should offer
some Thai food, as a highlight of
being alive is consuming a dish of Pad
Thai . I want to focus on three places in
particular.
First off, Busara, located in
Sehome Village (new home of the corporate boot REI). Busara gets definite
praise on the preparation and flavor of
their entrees even though it seems that
every other time I go either the portions
shrink or I hit a late growth spurt and
my judgement is off. The lighting
/atmosphere is tastefully designed after
the animated smash hit The Jetson's as
are the robots that will serve you. It 's a
good thing the food is damn tasty--the
vegetable curry is worth it all.
On the same end of town lies a
cute little place called The Poor
Siamese. This place gets a big smile for
atmosphere, it being a cozy place for a
meal day or night. The service is kind
and prompt, not pushy or robotic at all.
A very well-rounded menu that will suit
most diets, priced to suit most budgets

as well- a full meal for under $10. The
Poor Siamese is on 12th street next to
the smoke shop in Fairhaven 's "downtown" area. The smoke shop is a lot of
fun too-if you 're into smoking.
Finally , I would like to bring
The Thai House into view. The decor
of this place is really nice as they
have put a goodly amount of effort
towards surrounding; this makes for
good subject matter if you hit a lull in
conversation and don't have anything to
say for yourself. On a warm day, you
might choose to try out a Thai iced tea
or Thai iced coffee. Both are tasty (the
tea is better), but sweet as well so watch
it if you don't like .sugary drinks. Also
on display at the Thai House is a server
named Space Robot- not to be missed.
Hi Space. The food is good though a
bit inconsistent--as most places tend to
be--but overall, it is worth it if you want
Thai and are in the area of 187
Telegraph Rd.
And that's how I spent my summer vacation.
-Karl Franz

GARDEN
OVER
ABUNDANCE?

Bring your excess garden produce
to the FRUITFUL GATHERINGS bin
at the Bellingham farmers market
each Saturday through october.
The Fruitful Gatherings program
will distribute it to needy individuals
living in transitional settings, such
as YWCA, Womancare Shelter and
the Sean Humphrey House. Fresh
Produce is a necessary part of a
healthy diet, but is out of reach for
many

Bellingham

residents.

Please, do not waste your excess,
give to Fruitful Gatherings and
make a tangible difference in
another's life. For more information or to volunteer, contact:

Adam jackman at 647-5171
or
Dan Hammill at 676-0416

i COVLJ) BE .A1f

E:NTRJ:PRJ:rfEVR
I've decided that it wouldn't
be too hard to become a
millionaire by inventing some
products that we Americans
would pay a pretty penny for.
Actually, it's not really "inventing" as much as it is ripping off
another product and expanding on
their idea. Mental piracy if you
will. But whatever it is, I'm
guilty of it, so here's your damn
article already.
I recently read of a crazy
enterprise that is currently gain-

momentum in the densely
country of China. A
there is making
u><uu'"'-<'u dolls of children for
grandparents who rarely get to
them The process is as
: The grandparents send
a picture of the child along
a digitally recorded sound
of the child. The company
transposes the face of the
from the picture onto a doll
installs the recording so that
at the push of a button the doll
will emit the actual sound of the
child. Sure, this is a neat idea for
grandparents that miss their dear
grandchildren, but think of the other
applications of this technology. I
will now elaborate on my version
of this basic idea.
All you thirteen year olds
out there: Are you sick and tired
of having to wait until Baywatch
comes on to "tenderize your
tubestick?" Now you won't have
to ever again! All you've got to
do is pick your favorite friction
introducing female on T.V. (or if
you're rich, your favorite five)
and you can have her face put
onto one of the inflatable women.

COMPACT DISC • CD-R
CASSETTE
Quality duplication is our specialty.

SERVING SEATTLE'S
INDEPENDENT
MUSIC INDUSTRY SINCE 1986
Established, owned & operated by
Pip McCaslin.

You ~ ll start pissing off your Dad
on purpose just so he'll ground
you and confine you to your
But caution must be
room.
exercised boys; I bet rubber bums
sting like a son-of-a-bitch.
And since we're on the
(disturbing) subject of dolls, I'd
like to tell you about a strange
present I received this last
Christmas. It's a purple stuffed
gorilla who bears the name
Gadzooks. And not only does
this gorilla have a silly name, but
his intended purpose is even more
absurd. You see, this certain
gorilla is designed to be a shower
scrubber. Just soap the damn primate and proceed to cleanliness.
But you know, for something
that's supposed to get me clean,
you wouldn't believe how dirty it
made me feel. Does it not seem
to you that rubbing a purple ape
across your chode would count at
the very least as minor bestiality?
I can only imagine what comes
next along this line: a bidet that's
shaped like a whale? Just hunker
above it's blowhole, and presto!
Clean comhole. Or an enema
shaped like an elephant. All
you'd have to do is insert the
trunk, squeeze Dumbo's belly and
Whooo! Your pipes are clean.
And all with the fun of a large
African mammal intruding in an
area that was designed specifically
for outward propulsion. Anal
invasion never felt so good. One
more idea to run by you. Let's
say that you ' ve severed a major
artery in your arm and you're
rapidly bleeding to death. Don't
fret, please don't fret. Just grab
Pitbull
Rock
the
Rabid
Tourniquet, clamp his teeth below
your elbow and crank his tail to
tighten his grip until the lifethreatening bleeding has ceased.
Now, wouldn't that be fun way to
save your life and lose half of
your arm at the same time?
Actually you don't need to
answer that. I've thought it out
already and have decided that it
would indeed be fun. Now that
we've covered the area of dolls,
let's move on to showbiz.
I've got some projects in the
works that I've decided to give
you a little preview of. First off,
I'm working on a musical version
of the T.V. show Knight Rider.
Highlights will include Kit, the
car, singing an operatic rendition

of Sammy Hagar 's "I Can 't Drive
55." Also, in a pivotal scene David
Hasselhoff will belt out an emotion
drenched number called "Tailpipe
Lovin'," a homo-erotic ballad about
a man's desire to fornicate with
his automobile. The scene will
end on a humorous note when
Hasselfhoff bums his genitals on
Kit's exhaust pipe. And with
Hasselhoff's
popularity
in
German, I bet the show would be
a European money making
machine. Now on to bigger and
better things. From broadway to
the big screen.
I'm currently writing for a
Stephen king-esque thriller called
"Diff'rent Stroke:
Arnold 's
Reign of Terror." In it, Arnold
becomes
fascinated
with
Napolean 's small stature and huge
power. He then starts having
vivid "Wizard of Oz" dreams
where
he
takes
over
Munchkinland, ruling it with an
iron fist and threatening to kill
Toto if Dorothy doesn 't stay and
become "his bitch." The fright
grows as Arnold starts doing large
amounts of cocaine, then
proceeds to beat up Willis and Mr.
Drummond with a canoe paddle
during his fits of rage. The
plateau occurs when he uses a
Ouija board to channel the spirit
of Buckwheat and starts chasing
Mr. Drummond with a pickaxe
screaming, "You's gunna die,
Spanky! You 's gunna die!" In a
gigantic plot twist, Webster
(T.V. 's other African-American
with a growth disorder) hunts
down Arnold, finally shooting
him through the head with a spear
gun. Does Arnold stay dead, or
will he rise from his grave in a
sequel, vowing revenge on
Webster? Well, that depends on
how rich the producer who funds
that project is.
So, any investors that would
like to expend some of their
money into ventures involving
these wonderful aforementioned
ideas of mine, feel free to contact
me. Because, as of now, no one
has committed large sums of
money to these soon to be fruitful
ventures in capitalism. So to all
you rich people out there: Act
Fast! This opportunity will soon
be gone.
-K. Scott
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Mili~~
Airplane Flatulence

" ... the milkman left me a note yesterday.
Get out of this town by noon,
You're coming on way too soon
And besides that
we never liked you anyway.... "
-John Prine
I'm not completely sure when the rain
stopped, or if in fact it ever went away. It must
have paused, however, and I can see clearly
now. Over the winter, I periodically watched
prime time television in an effort to understand
why most of American society cowers in terror
of the outside world and only finds comfort in a
black box not approved by the F.A.A or the
adult entertainment industry. In couchman
terms--Television, the thing Oprah's on, the
thing that ruined your sex life, the thing that
ruined your family life, the thing that baby sit's
your kids, your significant other. My study
ended the day I couldn't even focus on the TV
Guide. Everything was blurry except the TV.
Maybe I was onto something big, but a little
voice that sounded an awful lot like Bill Cosby
told me it was just my ass. Unfortunately I
came to no significant conclusions in my
research and seemed to have lost two months of
my life. When I finally left the house, something besides the huge stack of mail surprised
me. I squinted up at the sky just in time to see
an airplane fart. That moment, that particular
moment is when things started to become clear.
All of the obstacles in my way were airplane
bucksnorts.
Anyone that has turned the volume down on
the TV long enough to catch Art Bell on the radio
knows what I'm talking about. CONTRAll1i.
You may have thought that contrails were just
the innocent trails formed by condensation left
behind by jets. Unfortunately, you may be
gravely mistaken. The powers that be may be
spraying anyone that is adventurous enough to
go outdoors with harmful biotoxins. I knew
white lines killed people, but I thought that was
restricted to the stuff you could buy down at the
bus depot.
Widespread illnesses have been reported in
the wake of contrails. Some outdoor venturers
now have respiratory problems and mouth blisters. Others are chronically tired--here I may
disagree because they actually are up and
walking, which is a leading cause of fatigue.
Others are suffering from a combination of
these illnesses, coupled with weight loss,
burning mouths and noses, hoarseness,
dizziness, and disorientation. These symptoms
can last for days and even weeks. Many people

have blamed these problems on their personal
drug habits and excessive lifestyles. NO, just
like I've been saying all along- it's OK. It's not
your narcotic or sexual habits that are causing
you pain and grief, it's the government spraying
you with chemicals in the wake of jet airplanes.
"Officially," the Air Force denies its
involvement, but some residents who have seen
the contrails have also reported changes in the
weather (such as heavy rains) after the
"spewing" is complete and the planes retire.
Some people are certain the phenomenon is
weather-modification related, and are equally
sure the Air Force is behind the testing. The speculation among others is that the government is
releasing a certain biotoxin "in the hopes that
one can build up an immunity against it, as if
they're expecting it to be spread by some other
method -- like a terrorist attack or something."
The only way to effectively beat a biowarfare attack would be to inoculate through the
water, air, or food chain. In order to reach the
animals, it would have to be by air. Who among
us is ready to give up bacon?
This would in theory put antibiotic DNA
strands into the food chain from the lowest
levels. Some people will suffer negative reactions to the contrail immunization processes. In
all war there is guaranteed to be causalities.
America can not afford to kill off its own people. Fortunately, most Americans don't live in
the "real" world, they live in a constant state of
hypnosis that revolves around the one-eyed

indy

monster. Couch potatoes might not be fun to
look at or talk to, but they ' re going to out live
all the health nut, outdoorsy hippies.
It's time to start living the American
Dream. Stay indoors, upgrade your cable
system, buy lots of snack food, and don't talk to
anyone. Never touch another human being as
long as you live. SELF MEDICATE &
CONFORM. Remember the air outside is polluted by flatulent jet airplanes. Above all-Don't be a hero. There are people out there
unaware of the problem--hired geeks with
drivers licenses that will bring you whatever
you want to your home. Sit back and put the
Lay-Z-Boy on slow vibrations.
All the things I need to live a healthy
lifestyle can be delivered. I' in going to live out
my remaining years in my living room curled
up in the fetal position. I am not a part of
anyone's territory. I will not be sprayed upon
like an old fire hydrant from a passing jet aircraft. I've got too much dignity for that. I once
won a fur-lined bathtub for Christ's sake.
Contrails won't control my life. I'm the master
of my own destiny. It's time we all took control
of our lives. Grab the remote control tightly and
never let go. Choose what ever charmel you want
without second thought, and thank God we still
live in a free country. Everything will be just
fine if we simply remain in our living rooms
and stay out of the rain ... Good Luck.
-Riley McCormick
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As I was writing this column, the
wrestling world was shocked by the
untimely death of Owen Hart, younger
brother of Bret Hart. On Sunday, May
23rd, at the "Over the Edge" WWF PPV
event, Owen was to drop in from the
ceiling to the ring; the cable he was
using either wasn't attached, or malfu nctioned, and he fe ll 50 feet and hit
his head on a turnbuckle. He was pronounced dead 15 minutes later. Owen
was one of the best technical wrestlers
in the WWF. I actually saw him wrestle
in Seattle a little over a month ago. He
will be missed.

Guess what! I'm back! Just like
that wart on your left butt-cheek that
you've been trying to get rid of for
months. You remember me, the freak

from the last issue that is into wrasslin'.
The fine people at this here magazine
were kind enough to let me rant again in
yet another issue. So deal with it, Jack!
Let's see, where did we leave off
last time? Oh yeah, that's right, the
WWF sucks major ass. Caught myself
watching it a couple of times in the last
month . Coolest thing was seeing Cactus
Jack wrestle again for one night only. If
you don't know who Cactus Jack is, he's
Mankind without the mask, wearing a
flann el shirt instead of a white one. It
was cool seeing him wrestle again, he
could always take a beating and dish it
out better than anyone. Definitely my
favorite Mick Foley character.
So "Big Sexy" Kevin Nash is the
new WCW Heavyweight champ!
Makes sense. Now that he is the

A variety of
Enchanting Dancers
Available for all
Occasions
~ /

Where Your Fantasies
Become Reality
SHANTELLE LACE
The Local VIP Entertainment Service
CALL ANYTIME· 752·9636

Booker, it was just a matter of time
before he gavt; himself the title .
Wrestling lesson #7, the Booker is the
guy that decides who wins or loses
every match. Pretty powerful job to
have. It's usually given to a pretty big
name wrestler. Hogan was a Booker, so
was Flair, as well as Dusty Rhodes.
We'll see how long Big Sexy can keep
the job. With the WWF crushing the
WCW in the Monday night ratings war,
he's got to start setting up some creative
matches to get the people interested
again.
It really shouldn't be that hard to
set up some great matches in the WCW.
They've got the best roster of wrestlers
going. Thing is they've got a bunch of
really great young wrestlers that aren't
seeing much action. Guys like:
Blitzkreg, Vampiro, and Lash LaRoue
are getting totally ignored. Week after
week, they sit backstage and don't see
any action . Must be pretty frustrating.
I'm getting a bit tired of seeing old farts
like Flair, Piper, Savage, and Hogan
wrestle, when there are such great high
flyers sitting on their asses. How many
times can Flair totally get his ass beat?
The guy is 54 years old for God's sake.
Don't get me wrong, he can take a
beating; no way in hell I could be
thrown around the ring like that, and
still be able to move afterwards. But
enough is enough. These old farts need
to realize that they are at the end of their
careers and should give it up.
The most pathetic wrasslin' match
I've ever seen was back in February when
Piper and Hogan wrestled. Piper had been
away for a while, and suddenly he comes
back and Hogan and him went at it on
Monday Nitro . Good God, what a
pathetic excuse for a match. Two
geriatric old farts trying to relive the
glory of their younger days. Piper
looked like he was about to have a heart
attack less then a minute into the match .
Hell, Hogan never has been a good
technical wrestler, and it totally showed
that night. Give it up, go retire, and live
on your ranch in the mountains, or make
some more terrible bi g budget
Hollywood movies like "Over the Top."
Do anything, but please stay out of the
ring.
I guess I should address the issue
of, "Wrestling is stupid cause it's all so
fake." We all know it's fake. All the
people that are hardcore into wrestling
know it's fake. They may say that they
think it's real, but most likely they are
just fucking with you. Yeah, it's fake.
But you know what, that's the beauty of
it. It's fake as hell , but I'll tell you what,
none of you could get in the ring and be
able to do what those guys do. Try
getting thrown around for 10 minutes
and see how you feel afterwards.
Dennis Rodman got in the ring once, he
said that the 15 minutes he was in the
ring was the toughest workout he ever
had. That guy runs up and down the basketball court for a couple of hours night
after night, and he says that wrestling
;,;;

was the toughest workout he ever had.
But how fake is it? Sure, the
winner of the match is predetermined,
but the way they win, or the way the
match goes isn't. Watch it sometime and
look closely, you can see the wrestlers
talking to each other in the ring. They
com municate the whole time telling
each other what moves they are going to
do next. There isn't a script, the matches
aren't rehearsed ahead of time. Like I
said before, the only thing that is
predetermined is the winner, chosen by
the Booker.
Now, all that stuff that happens
outside the ring is scripted. Like who is
good or who is bad, or which "group"
they are with. That is the stuff that gets
ridiculous at times. So ridiculous that it
ends up being funny. The WWF is the
king of ridiculous. But I've already gone
off on that. WCW can get pretty ridiculous as well. This past month Piper sent
Flair to the looney bin, pretty ridiculous,
but damn funny. Flair dancing around
the looney bin in his boxers and robe
with a bunch of crazies. Now that's
quality entertainment.
Well, not much more to say this
month. Let me wrap it up by giving a
quick listing of who has what belt in the
WCW for those who care. As I said
before, Big Sexy has the heavyweight
belt. We'll see how much longer that
will last. The Macho Man is after that
belt hardcore. Looks like those two will
wrestle for the belt at Bash at the Beach.
Goldberg is out with a knee injury at the
hands of my boy Bret Hart, but when
Goldberg gets back I am sure that he
will quickly get the belt back. Big Pappa
Pump Scott Steiner has the US
Heavyweight belt right now. Thi s guy is
a complete moron, they shouldn't be
letti ng him talk, but he does, and it's real
fu nny. The Dogface Gremlin Rick
Steiner has the US Heavyweight Title
right now. He's gotten back together
with his brother Big Pappa Pump, and I
guess they are in the process of creating
a new heel group with Lex Luger.
Should be interesting to watch. My
favorite division of the WCW has to be
the cruiserweights. These guys know
how to wrestle. Rey Mysterio Jr. still
has the Cruiser weight belt, and
hopefully wi ll for awhile. He is defi nitely one of the best wrestlers in the WCW.
The new tag team champs are Raven
and Perry Saturn . They took the belts
from Kidman and Rey Jr. at Slamboree.
These guys are a good tag team and will
have the belt for while, but look for the
newly formed tag team of Di amond
Dallas Page and Bam Bam Bigalow to
take the belt away within the next couple of months.
That's it for this month. I
encourage any of you idiots that are into
the WWF to write me. I'd love to make
fun of you in print. Till next time,
Whooooooo'!
-Carl Ratliff
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Dear Alan,
Do you really exist or are you like
Santa Claus?
-doubting thomas
Dear Tommy,
I've recently learned that Santa Claus
is a real person after all. But he
doesn't live at the North Pole, and he
doesn't give presents to children, and
he's got a black greasy beard, not a
white fluffy one, and he eats reindeer,
and instead of having a wife named
Misses San_ty Claus, he's got a cyst on
his chest that looks like a troll head,
and he does have a big red nose, but
it's from sniffing tar, which doesn't
make him all that jolly anymore.
So, there is a Santa Claus, just like
there is an Ask Alan. But, he doesn't
necessarily fit the picture you've got
in your head. Ask Alan could be a
trained monkey, a troll head, a
wooden leg, a dead fish, a giant
vampire, or a recipe for twenty cups
of cheddar cheese sauce. The point is:
Ask Alan delivers.
P.S. I don't do blind dates.

Ask Alan,
Do you think i'mpretty?
--ann onymous
Dear Ann,
Santa loves all the little boys and girls,
and I'm sure you're no exception.

Dear Alan,
When I read your column, I can't hear

Well, do you meim
reading my column
makes the voices go
away, or do you
mean that you can't
hear the
words
you're reading as you
read them? If the first
is true, I'm flattered that
my advice should have
such an effect on you. That
is, if you don't like the voices.
But if the second is true, why don't
you try reading the column aloud?
You could be hard of hearing, however. So maybe if you watched your lips
move in a mirror as you read. Or, if
you're a vivid dreamer, try immersing
yourself so completely in my writing
that you dream about my words at
night. If that doesn't work, try having
someone record my advice on tape,
then play it through a loudspeaker.
Press your forehead to the speaker,
and you should be able to actually feel
what I'm saying. If that doesn't work,
contact me again and I'll come scream
directly into your mouth. For God's
sake, we must solve this problem! I
must move you, the reader. Or there is
nought to live for!

Dear Alan,
Why are you so damn special?
Love,
Brian
Dear Brian,
I'm special because:
-I make the world a better place by
trying my hardest everyday.
-I believe the children are our future.
-I am faithful to my Creator.
-I'm true to myself.
-I've got an ass like a baboon.

KARAOKE NIGHT
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Free Pool until 1:OOam
NO COVER! NO COVER! NO COVER!
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Show Up @9:30 for Swing Dance Lessons
NO COVER! NO COVER! NO COVER!

Jo•s, ao·s and oo·s
$2.00 WELLS Til 1 :OOam
Free Pool until 1:OOam
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FREE POOL TIL 7:30pm

Why are you special?
Love,
Alan
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LITTLE GREEN
BY JOE MORTILLARO

Idle Hands
"1he~'re f~n+aslic'\

He\ l

Chr1stmos

Director John Boorman's (Deliverance, Hope and Glory) elegant new biography of the notorious Irish thief Martin Cahill (who was responsible for. among other things, stealing the gold record Boorman
had been awarded for the Deliverance soundtrack from the director's home). Shot in lush B & W, the film opens with Cahill's 1994 death at the hands of the Provisional IRA (a very well known story
in Ireland), then proceeds to reveal the basis for his considerable reputation. Cahill is very well played by Brendan Gleeson, who bears a striking resemblance to the genuine article. Additionally, a
young Cahill is briefly portrayed by Eamonn Owens, the energetic young star of Tbe Butcher Boy.

Actress Kate Winslet wisely chose this very human-scale film to follow up her performance in the 1997 megablockbuster, Titanic. Winslet movingly portrays Julia, a well-meaning but rather self-absorbed
young mother who, in 1972, uproots her two daughters from London and moves them to Morocco. Infused with the spirit of the counterculrure, and brimming \\~th the music and colors of the setting.
Based on a novel by Esther Freud (the granddaughter of Sigmund).

The feature-length debut from director Tony Bui, a 26-year-old who escaped Vietnam and went to California with his parents when he was 2. Three uplifting and interwoven parables make a case for reconciliation and reverence for tradition--set in contemporary Saigon (which is cast in rain-streaked, diffused pastel color). Features Harvey Keitel as an American veteran who's returned to Vietnam to
search for his grown-up daughter. Chosen Best Dramatic Feature at the 1999 Sundance Film Festival.

Pencil, ink, crayon, stop motion- all these techniques and more are used and abused in this now legendary traveling collection of vile and repugnant animated shorts (not to be confused with Spike and
Mike's Classic Festival, which was presented at The Pickford last fall). This festival includes a new lloyd ftlm (the guys who just loves to mutilate himself); Frosty, the original lost South Park gem; and
something called Monica Banana (yes that Monica). And much, much more. WFA patrons are encouraged to check their otherwise impeccably good taste at the door.

The year is, well, 2000, and Frankenstein (David Carradine) and "Machine Gun" Joe Viterbo (Sylvester Stallone) are in the Transcontinental Road Race, where five drivers (and their opposite-sex navigators) speed from East Coast to West in heavily customized cars, earning points for running over people along the way (a futuristic form of population control). Directed by Paul Bartel and released by
legendary schlock auteur Roger Corman. (Fortunately Bartel--the director of such films as Eating Raoul and Scenes From Tbe Class Struggle In Beverly Hills--brought a tongue-in-cheek sensibility to
Corman's straight-as-a-pin vision). Banned in Sweden on its original release.
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